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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 
1.1 This report summarises the current position regarding the forthcoming HS2 works 

affecting the Scrubs. It deals with the issue of vehicular access to the Scrubs approved 
under the government’s HS2 Act (2017), the potential for an alternative access and how 
this may be achieved.   
 

1.2 The council’s paramount objective is to continue to protect the interests of users, local 
residents and the ecology of Wormwood Scrubs. However in light of the rights of access 
to the Scrubs granted to HS2 under the government Act, the council’s priority now is to 
ensure any impact is reduced to a minimum, and the necessary restoration plans are in 
place.    

 
1.3 The report sets out the ecological and other implications of the route from Braybrook 

Street approved by the Act and the actions needed by the Trust and other organisations 
to enable an alternative access point and route from Old Oak Common Lane to be used 
instead.  

 
1.4 Building work for the new HS2 station to the north of Wormwood Scrubs will start in 

2021.  Before that can happen, HS2 need to carry out essential works on the Scrubs 
itself to move the Stamford Brook sewer and other utilities. This will involve a new 
vehicular access from Braybrook Street onto the Scrubs for construction traffic for the 
sewer works, see Plan 1 below. 

 
1.5 HS2 already has authority to do this under the Act of Parliament, including access to 

certain parts of the Scrubs.   The Trust has taken legal advice and has no powers to stop 
these works. However, there is significant concern over the potential impact on the 
ecology of the Scrubs and the amenity of local residents living in Braybrook Street, and 
the Trust  will do all it can to protect valuable wildlife and local people.  

 
1.6The council is working hard on behalf of the residents, Scrub users and the Trust to 

provide an alternative access, that is far less disruptive to residents and has potentially 
less impact on the ecology of the Scrubs; by proposing a different access from Old Oak 
Common Lane.  The new route across the Scrubs needs planning permission to be 
obtained from OPDC before end of March 2021.  It is crucial that all preparatory site 
clearances are completed before the bird nesting season starts in March to ensure 
wildlife is protected.  

  
1.7 HS2, in the last few weeks, have committed to working with the Council and OPDC to 

bring forward the new alternative access as a priority, on the basis that this is better for 
residents, users, the ecology of the Scrubs and their wider programme is not delayed.  
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However, there are a number of issues to be resolved quickly before HS2 will formally 
agree to move the access point from Braybrook Street.  

 
1.8 The Trust has a critical role to play in realising the new access route.  This report sets 

out the key issues involved and the actions the Trust, HS2, and OPDC need to take to 
achieve the alternative access route via Old Oak Common Lane.  

 
1.9 The report considers the ecological implications of both routes, including the remediation 

and future management of the areas of the Scrubs post the HS2 works.  
 
2.  RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
2.1 That the Trust supports the principle of seeking an alternative access from Old Oak 

Common Lane across the Scrubs for HS2 to undertake the sewer works and agree to 
work with all relevant parties to pursue it;  

 
2.2 That the Trust enters into an agreement with HS2 to enable access to the area of 

Wormwood Scrubs (refered to as the ‘alternative route’ and shown edged green on Plan 
2  in this report) to undertake the sewer realignment works from Old Oak Common Lane; 

 
2.3  That authority is given to the Trust Manager to undertake all necessary steps to facilitate 

the Trust entering into the agreement with HS2 referred to in recommendation 2.2 
following agreement by the Chair of WSCT and consultation with the other Trust 
members;  

 
2.4 That the Trust approves the limited carrying out of vegetation clearance works, only 

where required, following agreement by the Chair of the WSCT in the areas of 
Wormwood Scrubs refered to as the ‘alternative route’ and shown edged green on Plan 
2;   

 
2.5 That authority is granted to HS2 to use the existing gated entrance from Braybrook 

Street  (referred to as the ‘temporary access’ and shown outlined in green on Plan 2 
below) and the route to the sewer realignment works by light vehicles to carry out 
vegetation clearance works and establish a site perimeter for the sewer realignment 
works in order to avoid the bird nesting season and protect wildlife.  

 
3.     BACKGROUND  
 
3.1  What are HS2’s planned works?   
 
 

3.1.1 Plan 1 overleaf shows all HS2 works in Old Oak including the re-routing of 13+ utilities 
along Old Oak Common Lane, known as Under Track Crossing (UTX) works and diversion 
of the Sewer with access from Braybrook Street.   
 
3.1.2 All of these works have consent under the government’s HS2 Act (2017) including a 
new vehicular access from Braybrook Street onto the Scrubs and a temporary access road 
across open land for construction traffic and site compounds. 
 
3.1.3 HS2 preliminary works programme for the Braybrook Street access involves parking 
bay suspensions in mid-December and clearing trees, shrubs, grass and topsoil to allow for 
a temporary road surface to their works site in January 2021.  
 
3.1.4 Construction works for the sewer itself are expected to start in April 2021 and last till 
the end of 2022.  
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3.1.5 There is significant local opposition from residents, Friends groups, elected members 
and of course the Trust itself to HS2’s existing plan to access from Braybrook Street.  
 
3.1.6 Residents’ and Members’ concerns include:  

 Disruption caused by lorries accessing the site near their homes 

 Subsequent noise, air pollution  

 Loss of parking bays  

 Road enclosed by hoardings reduces areas of Scrubs – which then cannot be 
accessed 

 Impact on ecological habitats  
 
Plan 1: HS2 planned works  
 

 
 

3.2  Are there any other options?  
 

 

3.2.1 Under the Act of Parliament HS2 are authorised to use Braybrook Street in order to 
gain access to, and across, the Scrubs to undertake the sewer works above. HS2 could 
therefore proceed with these planned works despite objections from the Council and the 
local community.  
 
3.2.2 However the Council has asked HS2 to consider the option of an alternative route 
on to and across the Scrubs from Old Oak Common Lane (OOC Lane). This would 
resolve the concerns over the impact on local residents over the use of Braybrook Street and 
will be less disruptive to users of the Scrubs. Wider concerns over the impact on ecology 
would remain with both options, although council officers are trying as much as possible to 
mitigate these. There will still be removal of vegetation necessary and this is allowed under 
the HS2 Act.  
 
3.2.3 On a positive note, HS2 has very recently publicly committed to working with the 
Council and the OPDC to explore the potential for an access from OOC Lane. This was 
communicated to local residents and in a public statement. The delivery of a new route 
across the Scrubs from Old Oak Common Lane requires a planning application and rapid 
joint working across all the organisations involved.  
 

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2020/11/hs2-access-wormwood-scrubs-reconsidered


4 
 

3.2.4 The Trust also needs to be aware that quite separate to this matter, the Council is 
currently investigating a significant highway defect with the footway along Braybrook Street 
that needs urgent repair works to take place in January 2021.  
 

 
3.3 What’s needed to bring an access from Old Oak Common Lane forward?   

 

3.3.1 The precise alignment of the access road across the Scrubs from OOC Lane is still 
under review and will be informed by the results of ecological surveys currently undeway on 
site and due to be completed w/c 14th December with all efforts being made to minimise 
ecological impact. 
 
3.3.2 The following planning, highway and landowner consents are needed:   

 
 

Highways consent from LB Ealing 

 London Borough of  Ealing is the Highways Authority for OOC Lane and needs to 
give consent for a new highways access from OOC Lane onto Scrubs. 

 HS2 must submit an application to LB Ealing, LBHF will be consulted. 
 

Planning permission from OPDC 

 Will be required for the new alternative route across the Scrubs (edged in green 
on Plan 2 below)  

 LBHF will submit a planning application to OPDC – who are the planning 
authority that determine the application 

 HS2 will provide plans and information required for the planning application. 
 

Landowner’s approval from Wormwood Scrubs Charitable Trust (WSCT)  

 Land needed for the new alternative route from Old Oak Common Lane is outside 
the limits of the HS2 Act so WSCT as landowner will need to give consent to HS2 
to access the area. 

 Voluntary agreement between LBHF, WSCT and HS2 is required – e.g. license 
or Deed of Covenant granting rights to enter land and reinstate on completion.  

 

Table 1: Summary of key players, governance and decision making  
 

Organization  Responsibility  
 

HS2 Under the powers of HS2 Act, HS2 are responsible for re-routing of 
Stamford Brook Sewer through Wormwood Scrubs and 13 utility 
companies’ services known as Under Track Crossing (UTX) works through 
Old Oak Common Lane 
 

OPDC  Planning Authority for any applications relating to development on Scrubs  
 

LBHF  
Highways Authority 
 
 

Responsible for managing and maintaining Braybrook Street 

LB Ealing  
Highways Authority 
 
 

Responsible for managing and maintaining Old Oak Common Lane 

WSCT  Responsible for land consents relating to  Wormwood Scrubs  
(outside HS2 Act Limits (powers) e.g. land not identified in HS2 Act 
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Plan 2 – indicative alternative route from Old Oak Common Lane linking to Sewer site  

 

 
 
 
3.3.3 By providing temporary access from the existing access gate at Braybrook Street, the 
red access route from Braybrook Street would also become a temporary route. Therefore 
when the alternative access from OOC Lane is provided this will no longer be needed.  
 
 
3.4 PHOTOS OF ALTERNATIVE ROUTE  
The following photos show the approximate alternative route shown which will use existing 
hardstanding tarmac areas where possible and avoid trees.  
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a. Entry point from OOC Lane  
Access is away from residential properties. Large Willow tree will be protected   

 
 
 
 
b. Part of temporary road for alternative route would run over existing tarmac. 
    Large Willow tree to be retained and will be protected 
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c. Route continues across hardstanding  

 
 
 
d. Route would continue between gap in trees and shrubs towards sewer site 

Soil to be retained on site in mounds along road with paths for Scrub users 
through mounds
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4. ECOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS  
 

4.1 Protected Species & Ecological Surveys 
 
4.1.1 What are the most recent surveys? 
The most recent species survey is from 2019 by Land Use Consultants (LUC). These are 
summarised in Appendix 3 and available in full on the Scrubs website here. The Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) recommends that surveys 
between 18 months and 3 years old require updating by a professional ecologist. The 
surveys are adequate, but with the interest in protected species on site (especially lizards 
and bats), it is prudent to review the surveys. As there are few mobile species on site, and 
the habitat has not materially changed since the previous surveys were conducted, the 
surveys are unlikely to differ significantly. 

  
 
 

 A Phase 2 Vegetation Survey 2019 gained a detailed understanding of the 
vegetation communities present on the Scrubs and their ecological importance. 

 

 The Extended Phase 1 Survey in 2019 was to identify the chief habitats and 
establish a Biodiversity Metric against which any future changes in biodiversity can 
be measured. 

 The Invertebrate survey in 2018 was to assess the invertebrate biodiversity of the 
site concentrating on the Meadow area 

 Further Breeding birds and Hedgehog survey 2018 were commissioned as the 
2017 survey had not been carried out at an optimal time for birds and no hedgehogs 
had been found. 

 Protected Species Survey 2017 was commissioned for a suite of protected species; 
reptile, birds, bats and hedgehogs  


 Extended phase 1 habitat survey 2016 identified characteristic and unusual 
species, the chief habitats present and determined the sensitivity and importance of 
these features in a local, regional (London) and national context. 

 

 A Soil survey, Tree survey and Tree Constraints plan have also been carried out. 
This identifies soil type and condition and the position, species and condition of all 
individual or groups of trees on site to determine their relative importance and what 
measures should be put in place if any development takes place nearby. 

 

 
4.1.2 LUC are currently carrying out update surveys to be completed by the end of this 
week. Although this time of year is suboptimal for some species, surveys can be completed 
as a suitability assessment and are outlined below: 

 
4.1.3 Bats  
The 2017 protected species report (see website here) details on p34: “Wormwood Scrubs 
Park offers only a limited habitat resource for bats. The woodland habitat and treelines 
[along the northern embankment] are of negligible value to roosting bats due to the young 
age of the trees and/or exposure to high levels of artificial lighting”, with the overall impact 
“likely to be negligible” (also p34). The surveys were conducted in optimal conditions of June 
and September 2017. LUC will be conducting an update survey by end of week commencing 
15th Dec 2020. As this will be outside of normal bat activity months, it will be restricted to 
looking for evidence of bats on trees etc. Government guidance suggests that visual 
inspections can be conducted year round, and that the period December-March is good for 
visual signs as leaves are gone.  
 
4.1.4 Lizards 
The 2017 protected species report indicates Common (or viviparous) lizards (Zootoca 
vivpara) are found throughout the Scrubs. Surveys were conducted for grass snakes (Natrix 

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2019/10/making-wormwood-scrubs-better-home-wildlife
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/articles/news/2019/10/making-wormwood-scrubs-better-home-wildlife
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bats-surveys-and-mitigation-for-development-projects
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natrix) and slowworms (Anguis fragilis) but neither were observed. Surveys were conducted 
June-August 2017. An update survey will be completed by LUC by end of next week. 
Mitigation methods will be considered when clearing vegetation (see below).  Historical 
observations of lizards from Green Infrastructure for Greater London (GiGL) have reported 
that they tended to concentrate on the northern embankment away from the proposed route.   
 
4.1.5 Mammals 
No evidence of hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus) was found during surveys. The Scrubs is 
surrounded by impermeable barriers to hedgehog dispersal and the Scrubs itself is heavily 
disturbed by dog walkers and sports activities. There are no recorded observations of either 
hedgehogs or badgers (Meles meles) within 2km of the site from GiGL species records. 

 
 

4.2 VEGETATION CLEARANCE 
 
4.2.1 What trees would be felled - What is their condition? Would they be replaced? 
The entrance from Braybrook Street is close to two 40+ year ULE (useful life expectancy), 
A1-grade Oak trees (Quercus robur). HS2 have suggested that any route in from Braybrook 
will not remove these trees and the branches could be “lifted” but close inspection of the Act 
boundary suggests the route runs through at least one of these oaks and heavy pruning 
would be required of approximately half of the canopy of the other. It is therefore likely that 
both trees will be affected by a route from Braybrook Street.  
 
4.2.2 The alternative entrance from Old Oak Common Lane has the potential to impact a 
B2-grade, 40+ ULE lime tree (Tilia x europea) although it is yet unconfirmed if this would be 
removed by the UTX works anyway. The proposed route avoids a large, B2-condition, 20+ 
year ULE white willow  (Salix alba) see picture `a` entry point off OOCL above), but would 
fell a poor quality grade, <10 year ULE cherry tree (Prunus umineko) north of the willow. A 
couple of hardy, scrub-like bushes growing out of the asphalt area (possible goat willow – 
Salix caprea) would be removed.  Two B1-grade Norway maples (Acer platanoides) should 
be unaffected by the works but may need a light prune. An update survey by LUC next week 
will confirm the impact of the route on existing trees and any mitigation that should be put in 
place 

 
4.2.3 The draft Wormwood Scrubs Conservation Masterplan proposes plans to enhance 
and improving the ecology of this area . This would include many replacements for the 
currently poor quality, non-native cherry tree. 
 
4.2.4 What does “vegetation clearance” mean and what vegetation is being removed? 
Vegetation clearance means the removal of plants for works access. Vegetation can refer to 
grass, scrubs and trees. Further details of the vegetation clearance works in regard to trees 
are considered in 4.2.1 above and grass and scrubland in 4.2.5 and 4.2.6 below. 

 
4.2.5 For the Braybrook Street entrance, vegetation removal includes the two oaks 
considered above and associated blackthorn scrub but is predominantly vegetation classified 
by the 2018 Phase 2 NVC Vegetation Survey Report as MG1b, a “very common and typical 
vegetation type of unmanaged grasslands” (p8). The vegetation is classified as “relatively 
low conservation value”. We do not yet have information on the mode of clearance, HS2 is 
currently producing this; this will be required before works and would have to be approved by 
relevant officers at the Council.  

 
4.2.6 For the Old Oak Common Lane entrance, vegetation clearance refers to small 
patches of bramble and the two scrub-like bushes (possible goat willow – Salix caprea) on 
the asphalt remnant. It would also include the removal MG1b vegetation as above, and small 
pockets of W24  community: another habitat typical of unmanaged urban grassland.  The 
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amount of vegetation is not significant and impacts on ecology could be further mitigated by 
using hand tools for removal where possible.  

 
4.2.7 How will the road be restored and who is responsible for this? 
Construction of the Old Oak Common temporary access road requires the removal of 
approximately a  foot of top soil and subsoil. The soil will be stored in low mounds alongside 
the road, with periodic gaps in the mound to allow users of the Scrubs to connect with 
existing pathways. When the temporary road surface is removed, the soil will be replaced 
with recolonisation by grass and wild flower species consistent with the conservation 
masterplan. 
 
4.3 MITIGATION 
 

4.3.1 Lizards 
Mitigating development impacts on any lizards found is one of the main priorities for 
development on the Scrubs. The protected species report from 2018 suggests that 
viviparous lizards (Zootoca viviparous) are found throughout the Scrubs, but historically have 
been largely recorded on the northern embankment (see map below). If found, the 
government recommends a number of mitigating actions, as well as cautioning against 
impacts during hibernation, these include: 
 

 move the reptiles (translocate) to another area that has been specially prepared, 
maintaining networks across the site (for large schemes) 

 displace them from sensitive areas by changing the vegetation 

 changing the timing of the work 
 

 
 
Clearance by hand is less disruptive and would more easily allow mitigation of impacts on 
lizards. We do not yet know the method of clearance for areas within the Act but this will be 
required before works and will be approved by the relevant officers at the Council. 
 
 
 

Lower concentration of historical lizard 
observations near alternative route 
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4.3.2 Bird nesting  
Vegetation clearance should happen before the bird nesting season March to October to 
protect wildlife. The purpose of clearing before these dates is to prevent birds nesting in 
areas where they could be adversely impacted during later works. 

 
5. OUTLINE PROGRAMME TIMELINE -  OOC LANE ALTERNATIVE ACCESS  
 

Work continues at pace to reduce the time needed to bring forward the consents for the 
alternative access.   
 
 

 Table 2: Outline Programme for Old Oak Common Lane Access 

 Activity  Date by 

1 HS2 provide all drawings/info required to support planning application  Friday  
15 January 

2 LBHF Planning Application submitted to OPDC                          Monday  
18 January  

3 Planning application public consultation starts for 21 days Monday  
18 January  

4 Planning application public consultation ends  Monday  
8 February   

5 Pre-works on site to deliver Old Oak Common Lane within HS2 Act 
Powers - vegetation clearance and hoardings (around compound site only) 
from late Jan to March (to avoid bird nesting season) 

8 February  

6 Pre-works on site to deliver Old Oak Common Lane outside HS2 Act 
remit for vegetation clearance (to avoid bird nesting season)  

8 February  

7.  HS2 submit highways consent application for OOC Lane junction to LB 
Ealing 

15 February 

8 Planning application determined by OPDC 
LBEaling approve highway application  

15 March 

9 HS2 start works to construct access off OOC Lane  15 March  
 

 
6. WHAT WILL PRE WORKS FOR OOC LANE OPTION INVOLVE?  
 

6.1 The pre-works in item 6 above would involve clearing a tree, shrubs, grass and topsoil to 
allow construction of a temporary road for vehicles to get to the works site. The impact on 
vegetation is discussed in detail in section 5 above. In terms of vehicle movements: 
 
6.2 Temporary access for site clearance from Braybrook St 
 

6.2.1 In order to keep to the programme and protect ecology, and while the planning 
application proceeds for OOCL access, HS2 need to access the Scrubs temporarily from 
Braybrook St for site clearance on the sewer compound site within the Act. This temporary 
access needs to be provided so that HS2 does not revert to its powers under the Act to 
provide the construction route access from Braybrook St.  This temporary access would only 
be used by light vehicles until planning permission for the alternative access is granted and 
therefore the access from Old Oak Common can be constructed – see below. 
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6.2.2 By providing access from the existing gate near the junction of Wulfstan Street, it 
would be possible to prevent the removal of three trees, including two high quality oak trees 
pictured below that would have been removed as part of the Braybrook St entrance works 
under the Act.   
 
Oak trees at Braybrook Street entrance  

 
 
 
Braybrook Street existing gated access 
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6.2.3 There is a possibility that by connecting the two compound sites the need for hoarding 
or fencing may not be required to secure the access road, although this is dependant on 
CDM/Health and Safety requirements, when a risk assessment is conducted by HS2 for 
Sewer and Utility works before construction begin. 
 
6.2.4 Ground protection mats (see appendices) will also be laid along the existing track for 
the light vehicles to access from the existing Braybrook Street to limit soil deterioration over 
the winter. 
 
6.3 Scale of activity  
 

6.3.1 By enabling access from the existing maintenance access of Braybrook Street, the 
scale of activity is likely to be far less than if the main access to the site (within the HS2 Act) 
for the sewer works is pursued as heavy vehicles would have been used for the work from 
the beginning. 
 
6.3.2 The core working hours are 08.00 to 18.00 on weekdays (except bank holidays) and 
from 08.00 to 13.00 on Saturdays.  (When the main works on the sewer or utlity diversions 
begin, HS2 are able to work beyond core hours in order to meet the programme for the Old 
Oak Common Station).  The work associated by providing temporary access would be within 
the core working hours and will not be noisy compared to tunnelling works or utlily 
diversions.  The programme provided by HS2 indicates the time required for site perimeter 
work is 10 weeks but this is because the programme has been drawn out and separated into 
stages to minimise the impact from the temporary access and to stay within core hours of 
working. 
 

 
6.3.3 In both cases access would be via Wulfstan street and the existing width restriction.    
 
6.3.4 In terms of the light vehicles and plant the following is envisaged: 
 
 

 Vehicles to bring in and lay down ground protection mats 

 Light Goods Vehicles for clearing of grass and shrubs in the sewer works compound 
area and within the proposed alternative path within the scrubs 

 Vegetation clearance and recycling 

 Site perimeter fencing or hoarding at sewer works site 
 
6.3.5 For this work it is assumed that 4x4 vehicles with trailers, modified transit top loaders, 
welfare van, mini diggers, chippers and 7.5 tonne tipper trucks may be used (see 
appendices). 
 
6.3.6 If fencing is needed than this can be brought in with the transit or 7.5 tonne flat loaders 
and installed, similar to the set up and management of events (see appendices). 
 
6.4 Hoarding around sewer works and utility site perimeter 
 

6.4.1 For fencing and hoarding around the sewer works perimeter, initially temporary fencing 
would be used.  However depending on site security assessments this could be upgraded to 
hoarding.  
 

6.4.2 The approximate height of the hoarding in this case will be 2.4m.  Typical hoarding 
finish is painted plywood, however, there may be opportunities to add a more aesthetic finish 
that fits better into the local environment.  
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6.4.3 This is normally added to the hoarding after installation following engagement with 
local stakeholders and the community on options that are available. For example, the finish 
of the main HS2 site hoarding is shown in the image below. 
 
 
Typical compound hoarding  

 
 
6.5 Old Oak Common Lane Access Road – post planning approval 
6.5.1 In terms of heavy vehicles such as larger lorries and heavy machinery, and the activity 
associated with the construction of the access road; this would not occur until planning 
permission has been determined.  Subsequently, machinery to remove topsoil and subsoil 
such as diggers would then be needed.  Materials such as crushed stone would also need to 
be brought in to construct a gravel road, followed by plate or rolling compactors.  This activity 
would occur when planning consent has been obtained.   
 
6.6 Detailed plans for compound areas and alternative route. 
This report considers the alternative access to the Sewer realignment works and compound. 
We have indicative plans of the compound areas of the Sewer works and the UTX works, 
see site plan 1 above, and will receive detailed plans and ecology mitigation plans from HS2. 
The detail plan for the alternative route will be available for the planning application in early 
January. 
 

7. THE ROLE OF THE WORMWOOD SCRUBS CHARITABLE TRUST (WSCT) 
 
 

7.1 Whilst HS2 already have powers under the Act to access Wormwood Scrubs from 
Braybrook Street and to carry out all of this work, WSCT consent would be required for the 
new new route across the Scrubs (edged in green on Plan 2 above). 
 
7.2 In order to bring forward the OOC Lane route, the Trust could allow HS2 some 
temporary and less  intrusive access on to the Scrubs beyond that agreed in the Act. This 
would involve the Trust allowing short term access from Braybrook Street’s existing access 
gate from late January 2021 to early spring 2021 to clear vegetation in advance of bird 
nesting season, whilst the planning application for the OOC Lane access is submitted and 
determined by the OPDC. This would enable the main works to start in spring 2021.  
 
7.3 The Trust also has a key role to play in agreeing the ecological remediation of the 
Scrubs once the construction works are completed.  This is discussed in section 8 below.  
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7.4 This report therefore makes a number of recommendations set out above which would 
need to be approved by the Trust if the OOC Lane access is to be achieved.   

 
8. REMEDIATION PLAN FOR WORMWOOD SCRUBS  

8.  

8.1 Prior to starting works, HS2 must provide the Council with method statements setting out 
information for: 
  

 existing ecological habitats – surveys, photos etc. and; 

 how habitats would be protected before, during and after works 
 

8.2 On completion of the works, HS2 must carry out remediation works to restore the area to 
its previous condition or better, as described in the Conservation Masterplan. 
 
8.3 In 2016, the Council secured an agreement with HS2 for £3.9m for ecological 
improvements across the Scrubs.  This funding will develop a Conservation Masterplan with 
proposals to enhance and build on the ecological value of the Scrubs, closely working with 
the community and stakeholders. The cost of the surveys and remediation associated with 
the sewer realignment and UTX works is separate from this and is also funded by HS2. 
 
8.4 Land Use Consultants (LUC) were appointed in late 2018.  to  undertake  extensive 
ecology and arboriculture surveys and prepare a draft Conservation Masterplan (CMP).  
This masterplan sets out the context, current land use, character areas and significance of 
the Scrubs.  The draft Masterplan seeks to improve ecological habitats across the Scrubs, 
delivered through a detailed 10-year management plan which rolls out improvements and 
changes to management practices over this period to allow habitats to establish and flourish.   
The funds already allocated from HS2 for environmental mitigation are distinct and separate 
to any environmental mitigation related works on the Scrubs and should be funded as such. 
 
8.5 This Conservation Masterplan includes proposals for a comprehensive ecological 
enhancement scheme for the north-west corner of the Scrubs affected by the current works.  
Subject to WSCT agreeing the Masterplan proposals, improvements works could start by 
September 2021 and include the restoration of this area.  

 
8.6 LUC presented the draft Masterplan at WSCT Committee meeting in January 2020. 
Subsequently the 30 June 2020 WSCT Committee meeting proposed a sub-group  
to review the works in more detail. It met on 29 October 2020 and a follow up meeting is 
planned for January 2021. 

 
8.7 The sub-group is made up of members, representatives of the Climate Emergency and 
Biodiversity Commission; the Disabled People’s Commission and the Friends of Wormwood 
Scrubs. It is supported by consultants and officers to review and agree the Plan.  
 

8.8 Ecological improvement is proposed on completion of HS2 works. See 
proposed Scrubs masterplan and photos below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/arts-and-parks/parks-and-open-spaces/wormwood-scrubs-open-space/masterplan-wormwood-scrubs
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Plan 3: Proposed Scrubs masterplan  
 

 
 
Existing – North-west corner of Wormwood  Scrubs  

 
 
(illustrative) Land Use Consultant’s scheme in Beddington 
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APPENDICES 
 
1. Land requiring planning consent 
2. Images of proposed temporary works  
3. Summary of ecology surveys 
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APPENDIX 1 
Land requiring planning consent 

Plan 4: Land requiring planning consent, as it falls outside of HS2 Act Limits (powers)  

 

  



19 
 

 
APPENDIX 2 
Type of matting to be used for proposed temporary works by light vehicles as shown 
in vehicle image below 
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Light Goods Vehicles like these to be used 
 

 
 
 
 
A 7.5 tonne tipper 
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Examples of Plant Equipment 
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APPENDIX 3  
Summary of ecology surveys 
 
a. Extended phase 1 habitat survey 2016 
The survey followed the standard Phase 1 habitat survey methodology. The aim is to identify 
characteristic and unusual species and the chief habitats present and determine the 
sensitivity and importance of these features in a local, regional (London) and national 
context. It also recommended various ecological enhancements. 
 
It found most areas were regarded as providing a moderate wildlife value due to their low 
plant species diversity and habitat homogeneity. For example, most areas of woodland were 
very even aged with little or no ground layer and approximately 30% of the Scrubs is 
devoted to playing fields with very short grassland of low wildlife value. The following areas 
were considered to represent the most biodiversity interest:  
 

 The Meadow area, containing extensive areas of scrub and wildflower rich grassland. 

This area is known to provide suitable habitat for several protected or scarce London 

species such as common lizard, meadow pipit and lesser whitethroat.  

 Chats Paddock, despite its small size, offers a high wildlife value with a good range 

of tree and berry-bearing shrub species and thick understorey suitable for nesting 

birds. 

 Martin Bell’s Wood, consists of a well-structured woodland containing numerous 

open glades which likely provide habitats for notable invertebrate and bird species 

The timing of the survey was good for plants and invertebrates but less so for Birds. Further 
surveys were recommended for Reptiles, Birds, Hedgehogs and Bats. 
 
b. Protected Species Survey 2017 
The surveys were commissioned to assess the current importance of the Scrubs for a suite 
of protected species in light of proposed impacts to the Scrubs through the construction and 
operation of High Speed Rail 2 (‘HS2’). The timing of the survey for reptiles and birds was 
felt to be adequate and for bats and hedgehogs as suitable with broad results as follows: 
 
Reptiles. Only viviparous lizard Zootoca vivipara was observed, in healthy numbers across 
the entire survey transect. Large numbers of very young yearling individuals suggesting 
successful breeding has taken place. The proposed HS2 works are therefore likely to 
adversely affect the local population here through habitat destruction/vegetation removal and 
disturbance from on-site machinery and trench digging. However, this is dependent on the 
time of year and the scale of the proposed works which is not yet fully known. All the 
proposed ecological enhancements are likely to have positive impacts on onsite habitats for 
reptiles.  
 
Birds. 15 bird species were observed displaying one or more breeding behaviours, 
suggesting nesting was taking place within or near the survey area. Juvenile kestrels and 
long-tailed tits strongly suggesting breeding had been successful on site for these species. 
Provided the HS2 works are not carried out during the bird breeding season (March – 
October), breeding birds are not likely to be directly disturbed by the construction processes.  
 
However, the temporary removal of habitat along the base of the embankment may lower 
the ecological quality of the site in the long-term, thus reducing the suitability of the area for 
breeding birds. All the proposed ecological enhancements should significantly improve the 
suitability of the various habitats for birds. 
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Hedgehog. Footprint tunnel and spotlighting surveys did not confirm the presence of 
hedgehog although the site supports suitable foraging and nesting habitats, it is heavily 
disturbed (in particular from dog walkers and sports activities) and the surrounding roads 
and railway line likely pose significant barriers to the movement of hedgehogs. The proposed 
habitat enhancements have the potential to improve the site in the long-term, but measures 
to improve connectivity such as mammal underpasses and undisturbed fenced off areas 
would also be necessary if a hedgehog population is to be established. 
 
Bats. Low numbers of flight records for common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle, and noctule 
bats were recorded. Bat roosting opportunities were negligible and roost sites are unlikely to 
occur at the site. Transitional habitats associated with woodland edge, woodland edge, 
scrub and long grass offered feeding opportunities for low numbers of Pipistrellus species. 
Any temporary loss of habitat along the northern section, associated with the HS2 
development, has the potential to reduce bat activity at the site, at least in the short term. 
However, given the low numbers of bats recorded, and following the implementation of 
remedial habitat enhancement works, the overall long-term impact of the proposals on the 
Wormwood Scrub’s bat population is likely to be negligible. Proposals to establish a 
permanent wetland habitat ideally with an expanse of water would provide a suitable long-
term habitat enhancement for bats. Bat boxes could be installed to provide roosting habitat, 
but should be considered secondary to the improvement of foraging habitat. 
 
c. Breeding birds and Hedgehog surveys 2018 
The surveys were commissioned to reaffirm the importance of the Scrubs for breeding birds 
as the 2017 survey had not been carried out at an optimal time and for hedgehogs because 
none were found previously. 
 
Breeding birds. 19 bird species were observed displaying one or more breeding behaviours 
and nine were confirmed as breeding on site with others possibly breeding on site. The 
survey reaffirmed that the most important breeding area for birds is Lester’s Embankment 
with dense vegetation inaccessible from the high numbers of dog walkers and joggers. The 
severe effect of visitor pressure on the Scrubs is thought to be the reason why breeding bird 
numbers are lower on the open flat area despite abundant suitable nesting locations.  
 
Hedgehog. As in 2017, surveys did not confirm the presence of hedgehog. 
 
d. Invertebrate survey 2018 
The primary purpose of the survey was to assess the invertebrate biodiversity of the site 
concentrating on the Meadow area. 201 invertebrate species were recorded including; 4 
nationally rare (red data book) species, 9 nationally scarce (notable) species and 17 ‘very 
local’ species were recorded. Meadow habitat is often vulnerable to human interference 
through inappropriate cutting regimes, or abandonment to scrub encroachment, and the 
Scrubs recorded a good list of unusual and scarce insects associated with rough grassland. 
 
e. Phase 2 Vegetation Survey 2019 
The survey was commissioned to gain a detailed understanding of the vegetation 
communities present on the Scrubs and highlight areas of greatest ecological importance.  
 
An initial walkover identified five vegetation communities that did not neatly fit within 
published vegetation types. Mostly these were common to unmanaged areas and typically 
are accorded low ecological value at a national level, although in urban areas their presence 
can be of relative importance. Any damage inflicted by the HS2 sewer realignment work 
along the base of Lester’s Embankment will not reduce the vegetational diversity of the site 
as this area is floristically identical to the rest of the site. It is recommended that conservation 
management practises such as grazed and/or seasonal cutting are undertaken on a long-
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term basis in order to improve the diversity of the vegetation which is currently dominated by 
few highly competitive species. 
 
Extended Phase 1 Survey and Biodiversity Net Gain 2019 A Phase 1 survey similar to 
the one carried out in 2016 to identify characteristic and unusual species and the chief 
habitats present and establish a Biodiversity Metric against which any changes in the 
biodiversity can be measured from development, land management changes or ecological 
enhancements. 
 
Habitats on site were converted to broad UK classifications subject to condition, connectivity 
and strategic significance in line with DEFRA guidance. A number of threats including; 
recreation, invasive species and a lack of general habitat diversity were identified and 
explored. If allowed to continue they will reduce biodiversity. A number of opportunities 
including woodland and wetland creation and grassland management were identified and 
explored which will improve biodiversity. 


